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WELCOME
About us...

For more than 20 years, FCEA has served as a trusted non-profit educational organization to families 

seeking educational and financial literacy assistance. It’s been wonderful watching this organization grow 

and mature. While this is only a small sampling of all the great things we have to offer at FCEA, I believe it 

will acquaint you with who we are as an organization and as a partner within the communities we serve.

Family Centered Educational Agency is honored to work with an extensive team of educators, counselors, 

business leaders, and social workers providing access to some of the area’s most highly qualified and com-

passionate experts. We are also proud of our employees, who continue to be critical to our success.

The compassionate men and women of FCEA dedicate their lives to providing the 

very best assistance possible to our clients, our friends, and our neighbors. They 

are the reason why others consistently seek our services and advice.

As we look toward the future, we are looking for new ways to give back to the community. As a 

non-profit organization, we are investing in socially progressive projects, such as job training, 

financial literacy training, grant development, and community development. Additionally, we will 

continue to offer our other outreach programs in our local community. We are always adjusting 

and improving these offerings based on what our community members want and need.

The history of FCEA has been full of wonderful and exciting changes, but I am looking 

forward to the next part of the journey for FCEA and seeing what the future will bring. If 

you have ideas or suggestions regarding FCEA’s efforts, I would love to hear them.

Jonathan McKenzie
CEO
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Classic Upward Bound
The Upward Bound Program provides Federal grants to 
projects designed to generate in program participants the 
skills and motivation necessary to complete a program of 
secondary education and to enter and succeed in a pro-
gram of postsecondary education.

UB Math & Science
The Upward Bound Math and Science program is de-
signed to assist participants who are interested in at-
tending college and majoring in the math, science and 
engineering fields. The project provides the skills and 
motivation to complete a program of secondary educa-
tion and succeed in a program of postsecondary educa-
tion. 

Talent Search
The Talent Search program is designed to identify 
qualified youth who has potential for education at the 
postsecondary level and encourage them to complete 
secondary school and undertake a program of postsec-
ondary education. Projects provide student financial 
assistance and encourage persons to enter or re-enter 
secondary or postsecondary programs for completion.

iStrong
The iStrong program was designed to promote student 
engagement, climate literacy, and an interest in sustain-
able STEM careers. An all hands on deck solution based 
curriculum, specifically designed for UB programs, was 
initiated this summer with 200 Upward Bound Students 
from 4 programs. 

The initiative is funded by The National Science Founda-
tion.
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iStrong:
STEM Initiative

In a constantly changing and increas-
ingly complicated world, our nation's 
youth must be prepared to bring 
knowledge and skills to solve problems, 
make sense of information, and know-
how to gather and evaluate evidence 
to make decisions. These are the skills 
that students develop in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math—dis-
ciplines collectively known as STEM. 
With the entire earth being affected 
by global warming due to the effect of 
greenhouse emissions, The Council for 
Opportunity in Education, the Pell Insti-
tute, along with curriculum co-authors 
from the Waters Center for Systems 
Thinking, and the University of Massa-
chusetts Lowe piloted innovative curric-
ulum specifically designed for Upward 
Bound summer programs. An all hands 
on deck solution based curriculum was 
initiated this summer with 200 Upward 
Bound students from 4 summer pro-
grams: (University of Kansas, University 
of Georgia, University of Massachusetts 
Boston, and The Family Centered Ed-
ucational Agency.) The curriculum is 
designed to promote student engage-
ment, climate literacy, and an interest 
in sustainable STEM careers.

The initiative is funded by The 
National Science Foundation.
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Average transaction 
check

$5770

Average monthly turnover 
of Internet Bank

$740M

Increase in the average 
number of clients

+11.000

The Family Centered Educational Agen-
cy (FCEA) has worked collaboratively 
with and through groups of people 
affiliated by geographic proximity, spe-
cial interest, or similar situations to ad-
dress issues affecting the well-being of 
those in targeted communities. Since 
1997, FCEA has partnered with eight 
high schools, various middle schools, 
community colleges, four-year univer-
sities, federal agencies, churches, and 
community-based organizations. These 
partnerships have helped thousands 
to secure scholarship aid and enroll in 
colleges and universities all across the 
country.

Community
Engagement
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"THINGS 
DON'T JUST 
HAPPEN. 
THEY ARE 
MADE TO 
HAPPEN."
-JOHN F. KENNEDY
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2018-2019 IN REVIEW

Number of students 
in the Program

1,207

The financial position of Family Centered Educational Agency as of June 30, 2019, and 
the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the years then ended, following 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  

The total public support and revenue for 2019 was $2,333,817. The total functional 
expenses were $2,343,524. The change in net assets totaled (-$9,707); the beginning 
net assets were $768,590, and the ending net assets totaled $758,883.  

Services
Rendered

35,503
High School 
Graduates

349

8 FCEA   |      ANNUAL REPORT 2018-2019



University of 
California Los 
Angeles
University of 
San Diego
University of 
Nevada Las  
Vegas
University of 
Chicago

Total number of 
College graduates 

since 1998

8 COLLEGES VISITED

Harris-Stowe 
State University

Rust College

Jackson State 
University

Xavier University 
of Louisiana

PLACES VISITED & EVENTS

Getty Museum

Energy and 
Waves Physics 
Lab
Maritime 
Museum
Marine Biology 
Experience

Hoover Dam 
Power Plant

National Civil 
Rights Museum 

Lorraine Motel
STEM 

Conference
Financial 

Literacy 
ConferenceKovler Hawkins

Career 
Conference 

5,062
$500 Scholarships 
Awarded to FCEA 

Students

75202
Students enrolled 
in postsecondary

education
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SERVICES
FCEA staff members provide academic tutoring to enable students to complete sec-
ondary or postsecondary courses, which may include instruction in reading, writing, 
study skills, mathematics, science, and other subjects. Students also receive advice 
and assistance in secondary and postsecondary course selection, assistance in pre-
paring for college entrance examinations and completing college admission applica-
tions, and information on the full range of federal student financial aid programs and 
benefits and resources for locating public and private scholarships. 

Sessions were presented 
to students that included 
computer programming, 
hands-on science activi-
ties, and robotics building 
and coding.

Students participated in 
an academically inten-
sive six-week program 
that provided them 
with unique opportu-
nities to experience a 
wide range of educa-
tional, personal devel-
opment, and social 
activities.

An annual event held 
in the neighborhood of 
West Englewood part-
nered with Hopewell 
Missionary Baptist 
Church. Students are 
involved in educational 
workshops and service  
learning.

Summer
Program

STEM
Conference 

Rock The
Wood

10 FCEA   |      ANNUAL REPORT 2018-2019



Students engaged in 
workshops that en-
courage team building 
as well as college read-
iness exercises. Guest 
speakers give presenta-
tions at the conference 
and give information to 
the students who can 
apply it to their lives.

Students viewed exhib-
its and other media that 
provide a comprehen-
sive view of the massive 
dam and its operations, 
as well as highlight 
many of the unique fea-
tures around the site.

Students discover how 
energy is transmitted 
by light and sound 
waves. They also learn 
how these waves affect 
the Disney guest expe-
rience and day-to-day 
life.

Financial Literacy
Conference

Hoover Dam
Power Plant

Energy Waves
Lab
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ENGLEWOOD
STEM HIGH 
SCHOOL

Renauld D. Mitchell & Jonathan Moody
Director of Operations & President at Moody Nolan Architect
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 Following the closure of four Englewood area high schools: John 
Hope, Harper, TEAM Englewood, and Robeson, the Chicago Public 
Schools replaced the schools with a new multimillion-dollar STEM cam-
pus with the aid of architect Moody Nolan. The district completed this 
vision with hopes to convince local students to stay in Englewood and 
enroll in the state-of-the-art facility. On September 3rd, 2019, Englewood 
STEM High School opened its doors to its first class of students. They are 
currently serving all freshman but the school will add a grade each sub-
sequent year until it serves grades 9-12. On the first floor, an alumni hall 
will preserve the legacy of the schools that Englewood STEM replaced. 
Some of its staff members used to work at the schools that closed. Prin-
cipal Timbers-Ausar said, "it’s important to pay homage to other schools 
in the community. That’s where we were birthed from. It’s about not 
forgetting the past." 

 

 The new Englewood STEM High School will provide real-world 
experience and prepare students for high demand careers in science 
and technology. Students will have the option to earn college credit 
through Kennedy-King College, which leads to an associate degree, an 
advanced certificate, or a basic certificate while still in high school. With 
the collaboration between the school and its industry partners, students 
are provided with valuable enrichment opportunities, such as intern-
ships, mentoring, and other work-based learning experiences.  These 
programs will enable students to graduate and be prepared to succeed 
in STEM careers; and their early college and career credentials will give 
them a jump-start toward completing their degree from a post-second-
ary school.

REMEMBERING THE OLD WHILE ESTABLISHING THE NEW  

A TWO YEAR COLLEGE PARTNERSHIP

Principal Conrad Timbers-Ausar
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

December 22 - 24, 2019

Winter Academic
Conference

Holiday Community 
Service Project

November 26,  2019

Christmas In
The Wood

December 14,  2019

Spring College
Tour

College Signing
Day

Summer College
Tour

D205    April 18 -26, 2020
CPS     April 4 -12, 2020 

May 1, 2020 July 27 - 31, 2020



FAMILY CENTERED 

EDUCATIONAL AGENCY

@FCEATRIO FCEATRIO

Follow Us on Social Media!

Connect With Us! 
We want to keep 
you in the Loop!

South Holland Office  
16241 Wausau Avenue 

South Holland, Illinois 

60473

Phone 

708-210-1771

Email 

fceainc1@familycentered.org

Web 

www.familycentered.org


